ID NUMBER: ______________


The Dates Test

Thanks for participating in this experiment!  You have earned $4 for your participation.  In this experiment, you will take a test that measures how well informed you are about the world in which we live.  Each question on the test asks you to identify the calendar year in which some event occurred.  

Your goal will be to answer as many questions as you can, as accurately as possible, in the space of 2 minutes.  You must answer every question in sequence.  You may not skip questions.  

Your answers will be scored using the following scoring formula:

P = 100 - |C - A|

P: Points earned

C: Correct answer

A: Your answer
What this scoring formula means is that every item you get exactly right will count 100 points.  If you do not guess the year exactly, but you are within 100 years, you will earn some points.  Each year you are off will subtract 1 point, so that if you are 10 years off, you will get 90 points for that item.  If you are 99 years off, you will get 1 point for that item.  Your scores on each item you answer will be added up to compute your total score. 

The lowest value P will take is -100.  That is, if your answer on any given item is more than 200 hundred years off, then you will receive -100 points for that item.  

If you leave an answer blank and go on to the next question without answering it, you will be penalized with a P value of -100 points.  You will not be penalized for blank answers after your last written answer.  
The P values for each question you encounter will be added up to compute your total score.  
Estimating Your Score
1) Please estimate how many questions you will answer:

________________

2) Please estimate the average score you will get on the questions that you answer.
Remember that this must be between -100 and 100.

________________

Estimating Scores

Please estimate the performance of the average participant in this experiment.  We realize that you have very little information useful for making this estimation.  

3) Please estimate how many questions the average participant will answer:

________________

4) Please estimate the average score the average participant will get on the questions that they answer.
Remember that this must be between -100 and 100.

________________

Now that you have taken the Dates Test and you have written your ID number on the top of each answer packet…
5) Please estimate how many questions you answered:

________________

6) Please estimate the average score you got on the questions that you answered.
Remember that this must be between -100 and 100.

________________

Next we are going to ask you to estimate the score of the average participant.  But before you do that, please spend about 5 minutes writing down all the reasons why the average participant is likely to have a score that is similar to [different from] to your own. 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
7) Please estimate how many questions the average participant answered:

________________

8) Please estimate the average score the average participant got on the questions that they answered.
Remember that this must be between -100 and 100.

________________

Betting Opportunity
Remember that you have $4 for this exercise.  You must now choose how to bet that money.  You have two bets, between which you must allocate your entire $4.  Money wagered on Bet 1 is doubled if your score is higher than that of the average participant.  Money wagered on Bet 2 will be doubled if your score is below average.  

Naturally, you may choose to put $2 on each of the two bets, in which case you are guaranteed to make $4, because one of the two bets will be guaranteed to win.  If you are sure your score will be above average, you should bet all $4 on Bet 1, because then you could make $8.  Similarly, if you are sure your score would be below average, you should bet all $4 on Bet 2.  

How do you choose to bet?  



Bet 1: 
$_______ (pays off if your score is above average)



Bet 2:
$_______ (pays off if your score is below average)

Remember, the amounts you place on Bets 1 and 2 must add up to $4.
In the unlikely event that your score is exactly equal to the average, the outcome of the bets will be determined randomly.

_____________________________________________________________________
9) What percentage of all the participants will have scores below yours? 
If you expect your score will be the very best, then put 100.  
If you expect your score will be exactly in the middle, put 50.  
If you expect your score will be the lowest, put 0.
All numbers between 0 and 100 are valid answers.  


​​​​​​​________________

10) How do you think you did compared to the average? 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7


much worse
same
much better
11) How well do you think you did on the test?


1
2
3
4
5
6
7


very poorly

very well

12) How well do you think the average participant did on the test?


1
2
3
4
5
6
7


very poorly

very well

13) How do you think the average participant did compared to you?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7


much worse
same
much better
14) Please predict the difference in total scores between you and the average. 
For example:
   -250: I scored 250 points below average
    250: I scored 250 points above average
______________

15) What proportion of your performance on the test do you believe was caused by your own personal skills and abilities, as opposed to luck or the difficulty of the test itself?  Please answer using a percentage between 0% and 100%.

______________
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